P-3
Assistant Residence

The assistant residence from 1948 was
built to house working scientists affiliated
with the Meteorological Institute. Despite
the significant challenges of obtaining
building materials in the remote and harsh
climate, the residence was constructed as

a solid and functional building. It served as an important base for researchers working

on weather observations and climate studies in the area.

P-6

Geophysical Laboratory

The building from 1927 is worthy of
preservation and stands out from the
surrounding structures with its distinctive
gabled dormer. It blends beautifully into the

cityscape.

Later, the first floor was used by local TV, while
the ground floor was occupied by the social

services department.

P-160
lonosphere Station

B-276
Cosmic Observatory

The building was constructed in
1938. Cosmic radiation differs from
wave radiation, such as light and
radio waves, as it consists of
rapidly moving atoms and atomic
fragments.

These particles travel at such high
speeds that they often penetrate
the atmosphere in just one or a
few thousandths of a second.

The observatory in Qegertarsuaq
was established as part of
Greenland’s magnetic observation
program and played an important
role during the International
Geophysical Year.

The first ionosphere station was established in 1951 and was located in the town. After a
fire, a new station with residential facilities was built in 1956, approximately 2 km east of
the town near Rade Elv. Jorgen Taagholt, born in 1934, was a researcher and head of
the lonosphere Laboratory at the Meteorological Institute from 1965 to 1983, as well as
the Danish Scientific Liaison Officer for Greenland from 1967 to 2001. He was also a
board member of the Arctic Institute from 1983 to 2010. The former lonsphere station is

now privately owned.

k- agg

Magnetic Observatory

In 1924, the director of the Danish
Meteorological Institute, D. la Cour, was
encouraged at an international conference
in Madrid to establish a magnetic
observatory.

The magnetic observatory in Greenland was established to understand Earth's magnetic
variations. La Cour chose Qegertarsuaqg due to the town's status as the capital of North
Greenland and its radio station. The observatory was founded in 1926, and state
meteorologist Johannes Olsen arrived the same year aboard M/S Hans Egede to take over
from the Swedish magnetician Dr. Gustav Ljungdahl. Johannes worked alone during the
first few months, although typically three people were required. Later, he was assisted by
17-year-old Ole Mglgaard, who would change the photographic paper in the observatory
daily at 8:01 AM. From 1926 to 1975, the observatory operated in the town, until it became
necessary to relocate to a new building due to the town’'s growth.
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The King’s Bridge, marked at the
landfall by a whale jawbone gate,
was erected for King Christian X’s
visit on July 14, 1921. Over time,
| e, the King’s

Bridge has been visited by several members of the royal family. King Frederik IX and Queen
Ingrid visited Qeqgertarsuaq in 1952. The former Queen Margrethe and then Crown Prince
Frederik also visited the bridge. In 2024, King Frederik X and Queen Mary arrived in
Qegertarsuaq via the King’s Bridge during their official visit to Greenland. The King’s Bridge
is used daily in the summer by sailors arriving and departing from Qeqgertarsuaq.

The whale jawbone gate, erected in 1973 as part of the city’s 200th anniversary, is known as
the "Gateway to the World."” It marks the harbor where sailors have been welcomed to and
from the town over the years. The gate stands as a symbol of the town’s history, which
began in 1773 as a whaling station.

P-1
Arctic Station

The building was constructed in 1906 and completed in 1907. The Arctic Station, also
known as the Arctic Research Center, affiliated with the University of Copenhagen, serves
as a base for research and education focused on the Arctic environment. Topics such as
climate change, Arctic nature, geology, and environmental science are studied here. The
station offers a unique opportunity for interdisciplinary research in the Arctic.

P-348

New Arctic Station

The building, constructed in 1965, was
designed by architects Eva and Niels
Koppel. The building is notable for its
architectural design. It features a high
basement level, which serves as a natural
stone foundation, and above it, there is a
cantilevered wooden structure with a
canopy.

QAGGALAG

The building is shaped like the jaw of a
Greenland whale. Qagqgaliag has existed
since the late 1700s and is located a short
walk south of the town of Qegertarsuaqg.
In the past, the locals used Qaqqaliag to
spot whales from the coast. When
someone spotted a whale from here, the
news quickly spread throughout the town,

‘ o s and the hunters would sail out to attempt
to catch the whales. During the colonial era, whale blubber was particularly valuable, as it
was used as fuel for oil lamps in the growing European cities. The building housed a whale
spotter, and there were many signatures inside that testified to its history. In 1965,
however, the building was destroyed by a storm, but fortunately, we now have a new
building that closely resembles the original.
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PLEASE RESPECT PRIVATE HOUSES

See our community guidelines on our website:
www.diskobay.gl

There are many historic houses in Qegertarsuaq,
ranging from old colonial houses to research
facilities and private homes. A brochure has been
designed to provide the best city experience and
insights into the town’s historical buildings.
"B-number” is a house number.

This activity can be done individually or in groups
at your own pace.

Share your holiday pictures with us using
hashtag
#destinationdiskobay
#explorediskobay

NN>4
PSS

We are a regional DMO for development
of sustainable tourism in Disko Bay. Visit
for more www.diskobay.gl our website

information about activities in the region.
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